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after the series, America is proud of you.
And in a larger sense I want to salute

all of baseball, a game that I’ve loved since
my dad took me to my first game—I think
it was in Yankee Stadium—many, many
years ago. In that spirit let me recognize
the future major leaguers that are here this
morning: The world Little League cham-
pions, the All Stars from Long Beach, Cali-
fornia—you guys stand up for one second.
There they are. Welcome, and I’m glad you
came all this way. No speeches out of you
guys; I’ll do that. [Laughter] Okay. Special
congratulations to the Babe Ruth League
champs from Lexington, Kentucky, in the
6-to-12 division—where are they? You guys
stand up. Thank you. And then from Phoe-
nix in the 13-to-15-year-old division, big
guys—where are they? Well done. And then
lastly from Vancouver, Washington, in the
16-to-18-year-old category, we have some
of those—there they are.

I hope all of you recall this day and these
world’s champions from Toronto. I can’t
think of better role models to follow or
better examples of character: Fight clean
and fair, and do your best.

Joe McCarthy, the great Yankee man-

ager—Bobby, did you play for Joe?—once
said, ‘‘Give a boy a bat and a ball, and
he’ll be a good citizen.’’ And those words
are as relevant today as when I was playing
baseball some 40 years ago, hitting eighth,
second cleanup we called it. [Laughter] And
to the heroes of baseball, young and old,
I congratulate you on behalf of our Nation,
and I extend to you a very warm welcome
to the White House. You’ve all excelled in
that great American pastime we follow to
this day. And so congratulations.

At this very special time of year, may
God bless each and every one of you.
Thanks for coming to the White House.

And now Cito, as a closing thing, I wish
you’d come over here. This is a rookie ball
player who needs a job. [Laughter] And
I’m going to give you this baseball card.
Take a look at him. You need a good-field-
ing first baseman; I’m your man.

Good to see you all, and thanks for com-
ing.

Note: The President spoke at 9:47 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office Build-
ing.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting
With King Hussein of Jordan
December 16, 1992

The President today met with King Hus-
sein of Jordan in connection with the King’s
private visit to the U.S. for a medical check-
up. The two leaders had a discussion of
the situation in the Gulf, especially the im-
portance of maintaining U.N. sanctions

against Iraq, and the Middle East peace
process. The President also welcomed Jor-
dan’s decision to commit forces to both the
peacemaking and peacekeeping phases in
Somalia.

Recess Appointment of Sean Charles O’Keefe as Secretary of the
Navy
December 16, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to recess-appoint Sean Charles
O’Keefe, of Virginia, to be Secretary of the

Navy. He would succeed H. Lawrence Gar-
rett III.

Since July, Mr. O’Keefe has served as
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